176                From John Baskermlle
I have sent a few Specimens (same as the enclosec Courts of Eussia and Denmark, and shall endeavor ti same to Most of the Courts in Europe; in hopes of in some one of them a purchaser of the whole Seh the Condition of My never attempting another Type, saying this to a particular Friend, who reproached j not giving My own Country the Preference, as it w was pleased to say) be a national Reproach to lose it him, nothing but the greatest Necessity would put I it; and even then, I should resign it with the utmoi tance. He observed, the Parliament had given a ha Premium for a quack Medicine4; & he doubted nc Affair was properly brought before the House of Co but some Kegard would be paid to it; I replyed, I d presume to petition the House, unless encouraged 1 of the Members, who Might do Me the Honor to ; it, of which I saw not the least hopes or Probabilitj
Thus Sr I have taken the Liberty of laying before Affairs, without the least Aggravation ; & humbly ho Patronage5: To whom can I apply for Protection Great, who alone have it in their Power to serve Me
I rely on Your Candor as a Lover of the Arts; t( this Presumption in
Yr Most obedient
and Most humble Servant
JOHN BASKEK
PS. The folding of the Specimens will be taker laying them a short time between damped Papers. '.
* This is apparently a reference      1748, from the restrictions
to Joshua   Ward  (1685-1761),   the     unlicensed persons from c
quack doctor, who made a large for-     ing medicines,
tune by his famous ' drop and pill,1         & Apparently   Walpole
and who was expressly exempted by     reply to this letter, name, in the Apothecaries' Act of has it their Power to save a Fortune.
